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CHRISTMAS AND THE CALL
TO BE A GIFT WITH “HELPING HANDS”

God gave us the gift of his son
and, in memory of this greatest
act of generosity in the history of
the world, we in turn exchange
gifts on Christmas. The Feast of
the Nativity is all about sacrifice
and giving; and all the good cheer
of the Season has no meaning
unless this truth is kept in mind.
The Christmas Mass is so beautiful and so moving
precisely because it incorporates all of our hopes
that our families and our world will at last follow the
example of the Child of Bethlehem who later said
that he did “not come to be served but to serve”
(Mark 10:45). At the end of that Mass, as at all of
our Eucharistic celebrations, we are told “Go in
peace, glorifying the Lord by your life.”
Many liturgists have commented that
these words of sending are the most &°
important of the Mass after the words of
consecration. This is so because the
Mass and especially “Christ's Mass” is &
meant to be lived and, in fact, must be 045
lived if we are truly Christians.

This is the time of the year when we often hear
“Keep Christ in Christmas.” This is a good slogan —
as long as we are clear on its meaning. The whole
life of the Lord Jesus was oriented toward being
with the lowly: the poor, the sick, the outcast, the
oppressed, and the sinner. Thus “Keep Christ in
Christmas” has only one true meaning: remember
who you are — you are the incarnate Christ and you
must follow his example of sacrifice for he came to
give himself as a gift of God. Many evangelical
Christians and even some Catholics are all
bothered this time of year because our secular
society does not see Christmas as we do. There is
a great lament over such things as the materialism
of this season and the forbidding of Christmas
scenes on public property (sometimes) and the use
of greetings like “Happy Holidays” instead of “Merry
Christmas.” To my mind, these things are not
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worth fighting over. We could have a Christmas
creche on every street corner in America and this,
by itself, would not make our country the least bit
more Christian.

Let’s ask ourselves how we will change peoples’
hearts to know the true meaning of this Feast — will
it be by arguing or by living out our faith more
authentically? Some Catholics are stuck on
“apologetics” that is, explaining the faith. This has
its place, but it can easily morph into “polemics” —
that is, bitter or aggressive argumentation about the
faith. During Advent, some involved in Catholic
media will be full of apologetics (which
unfortunately is often polemical). Christ told us to
be ready to give reasons for our belief. But his
actions always spoke louder than his words.
If Christ had only preached and not acted,
Christianity would never have gotten off the
ground. It was for his deeds of compassion
as well as for his prophetic words that Christ
was crucified. The bottom line is that it is too
> easy to spend our energy on verbal
skirmishes about Christmas. America is not
so much anti-Christmas as it is lukewarm about it.
How will our country and our world be converted to
Christ — by clever and tough arguments or by the
gift of ourselves in sacrifice to God and neighbor?
The monk Thomas Merton (1915-1968) was once
asked why he did not talk more about converting
people to Christianity and specifically to
Catholicism. His response was: “Today | don't
think this is what we are asked to do. | think today
it's more important for us to let God live in us that
others may feel God and come to believe in God
because they feel how God lives in us” (Hidden in
the Same Mystery, ed. Sr. Mary Swain, SL.:
Louisville KY, Fons Vitae, 2010, p. 78). By the
way, these were Merton’s last recorded words
because he died just a few hours later.

We live in an age when words are plentiful and
therefore cheap. It's all been said before. This is
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not the time for arguing people into faith and for
convincing people about the real meaning of
Christmas. As Merton suggests, this is a time for
action. People will come to Christ only if they see
him in us as we let him live our lives. So |
encourage everyone not to waste time this Advent
and Christmas by taking the easy way out and
being ticked off and judgmental. Put even more
energy than usual into helping the needy this year.
Go after those tags on the Jesse Tree in church
with a vengeance! Find out how to help our
parish’s St. Vincent de Paul society or how to be of
service to WARM. These are just a few
suggestions. Let your imaginations run wild about
how else you might serve!

Of course, we are called to live out the spirit of
Christmas all year. Most of us are probably familiar
with the words of St. Teresa of Avila where she
reminded us that, since Christ's Ascension, we are
all his hands and feet and eyes and heart. In
conclusion, | would like to concentrate on Jesus’
hands this Christmas. We have in our community
two compassionate groups known as “Helping
Hands.” One is “Helping Hands for the
Homebound” which is a parish ministry that sends
folks into the homes of those who might need
communion, companionship, transportation, and/or
meals. These services are offered short term or
long term, depending on the need and the service.
This wonderful ministry has helped dozens of our
parishioners who just want the hands of Christ to lift
them up. If you are interested in this vital work,
please call Beth Schwarzmueller (614-204-5023).

The other group is the “Helping Hands Health and
Wellness Center.” This is an ecumenical venture
that includes the Catholic parishes of the Northland
Deanery. The clinic, located at 1421 Morse Road
in the Northland Area of Columbus, provides free
medical care to those who are without health
insurance or who otherwise would not be able to
get treatment. St. Paul’s Parish tithes 1.5% of our
offertory collection to the clinic and we have
contributed over $25,000 to this worthy cause since
January 1, 2011. The “Helping Hands” clinic is
always in need of volunteers willing to do what they
can: physicians, nurses, other medical
professionals, and skilled and unskilled folks willing
to help out in some way. If you are able to
volunteer in this work of mercy, | encourage you to
call the center's Executive Director, Joyce
Bourgault at 614-262-5094. The Catholic Church
teaches that Health Care is a basic human right

and | pray this Christmas that America will
someday soon be able to guarantee this right to
everyone. Until then (at least), places like the
“Helping Hands” clinic will touch as many sick
people as possible with Christ’'s healing touch.
Please volunteer!

At Christmas, God entered intimately into human
life through Christ who took on our flesh. The
hands that made us became human hands and
Jesus the God/Man re-made us and saved us. He
did his work with the utmost compassion. Now we
are called to carry on this work and literally to be
Jesus Christ. Answering this call is the only road to
happiness and the only way back to the hands of
our loving Father in heaven. May the beauty of
Christmas inspire us to be Christ’'s hands and heart
to each other all year!

Sincerely in the Babe of Bethlehem,
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Celebrate the feast of
Christmas every day, even
every moment in the interior
temple of your spirit, remaining
like a baby in the bosom of the
heavenly Father, where you will
be reborn each moment in the
Divine Word, Jesus Christ.

~ St Paul of the Cross

ADVENT LESSONS AND CAROLS

Join the St. Paul Adult Choir under the direction of
John Bryan for an evening of Advent Lessons and
Carols on Tuesday, December 20 from 7:00 p.m.
until 8:00 p.m. in the church. This Advent Scripture
Service includes five scripture readings
interspersed with carols, choir anthems and
prayers. This service is derived from A Service of
Nine Lessons and Carols originating in the Church
of England. As a way of keeping Advent well, we
invite all to this service of scripture, reflection, song
and prayer.



BUILDING PROJECT UPDATE...

The excessive rainy weather has delayed the completion of our site
work by several weeks. The good news is that by the time you
receive this newsletter the work should be completed and we will
be enjoying the many new parking spaces in front of church as well
as the re-opened State Street entrance. In addition to the added
parking and the newly designed entry, other site improvements
included in this final phase are a new bell tower, a new Mary
Grotto, many new sidewalks, accessible ramps, enhanced
landscaping, a rough-in for a new parish electronic sign, the
relocation of our dumpsters, new playground equipment with an
expanded play area and a large green space (which will not be
green until the grass seed is planted in the spring).

Even though the building project is now completed, the fundraising continues. We thank all who have
pledged or given to the Parish Building Fund to date. Currently, our results are as follows: 3,402 donors
and $14.1 million in pledges with more than $12 million already collected. We are very grateful to all who
have supported the building project. We are genuinely dependent on the fulfillment of the remaining
pledges to help us reduce our debt. We still encourage additional pledges and donations from new
families and those who have not yet participated in this historic campaign. All of this will assist us in
keeping the amount we borrow from the Diocese at a manageable level. If you are interested in pledging,
an envelope is enclosed.

STAINED GLASS WINDOWS FOR OUR NEW CHURCAH...

As you are aware, we are actively working on the installation of stained glass
throughout our new church. In great part, this effort of beautifying the church with
stained glass windows has been possible because of the many closed churches in the
Cleveland Diocese. While we are saddened by the closing of 50 parishes in the
Cleveland area, we feel blessed to be the new home for such a large quantity of
stunning works of art. We have developed a master plan for stained glass to be
installed in our entire church. Approximately 70 percent of the glass is coming from
three of the closed churches. The other 30 percent of the glass is being made from
scratch to blend with the design and color of the windows from the closed churches.
All of the existing stained glass, beautifully made by true artists, is 90 to 100 years
old. Plus, the windows match our traditional architecture so well. The existing
windows all require resizing and reconditioning to fit our openings and there is a cost
to complete this process. Our new church has 164 window openings; it is our goal to
have stained glass for all. To date, our parishioners have underwritten the cost for 94
windows and currently 46 of the total 164 windows have been installed. As windows are completed, they
will be installed every two to three months. We invite you to consider donating a stained glass window.
More than one family can pool resources to purchase a window and payment plans are available. Please
help us complete this window project. If you are interested in donating a stained glass window, please
contact our Parish Development Director, Helmut Naunheimer, at (614) 882-2109 ext. 248. For a
complete listing of the windows that are available, please refer to our parish website at
www.stpaulcatholicchurch.org.




Traditions of Faith, Hope, and Love

Like many of our Christmas traditions, the background of the Christmas tree
is a mixture of many cultures. Part of the origin involves St. Boniface, who was a
missionary in the time of Pope St. Gregory Il. Boniface, known as the apostle of the
Germans, was an English Benedictine monk who gave up being elected abbot to
devote his life to the conversion of the Germanic tribes. One of St. Boniface’s
greatest challenges as a missionary was to get rid of pagan superstitions that kept
people from accepting the Gospel that he preached.

On one particular Christmas Eve, St. Boniface was said to be travelling
through the woods with his companions when he came upon the townspeople
gathered around a sacred oak. They were about to offer a human sacrifice to their
god Thor. The pagans believed the oak tree was sacred to their gods. In front of
the large crowd, Boniface struck the tree with one mighty blow of his axe. The big
tree crashed. The pagans realized that their gods were false when nothing
happened to Boniface.

Legend has it that when the massive tree split, a beautiful young fir tree
sprang from its center. St. Boniface told the people that this lovely evergreen, with Boniface fells Thor's Oak at Geismar
its branches pointing to heaven, was indeed a holy tree, the tree of the Christ Child,
a symbol of His promise of eternal life. He instructed them henceforth to carry the evergreen from the
wilderness into their homes and to surround it with gifts, symbols of love and kindness. Many were so
captivated by the story of the Christ Child that they were converted.

Our St. Paul School also has many traditions that over the years become woven into our yearly
celebration of Advent and Christmas. One such tradition was handed down from Mr. Walt Miller who was the
principal of St. Paul School from 1984 to 1997. Each year on the Feast of St. Nicholas, the patron saint of
children, Mr. Miller would prepare a breakfast for the entire staff of St. Paul School. The main course was his
famous breakfast egg casserole. That tradition has continued since Walt’s passing. Sharon Gillivan and | will
once again prepare a hearty breakfast before school starts on St. Nicolas Day for the school staff and our
parish priests. We still use Walt’s recipe. Each staff member will bring a candle that will be used to light the
way for St. Nick. A traditional St. Nicholas prayer will be offered. Following breakfast, St. Nick himself will visit
with our Kindergarten, First, Second and Third Graders.

In addition to many various classroom activities, some of our most treasured St. Paul School holiday
traditions include participating in the Holy Rosary/St. John Toy Drive, Reconciliation Services, a Music
Program, an all school Mass for the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, a Breakfast with the Magi, a special
Prayer Service, a Los Posadas celebration, the making of Gingerbread Houses, a trip to the Nutcracker, and
so much more!

While we all enjoy the traditions of the season we don’t want to let all the busyness distract us from
having an Advent season that truly prepares us for the true celebration of Christmas. During Advent we have
the opportunity to take a few quiet moments to join millions of families all over the world in the ancient tradition
of lighting the Advent wreath. We light one candle each week that symbolizes our longing, our desire, and our
hope. Jesus came to save us from our sin and death and we want to experience his coming to us in our
everyday lives. Because it is a season of hope, we can bring our children into our Advent prayer, holding them
up to the Lord in love and in trust — in the loving hope that only faith can give.

"Lord, please be with my children. Please relieve their sujfering. Please give them
deeper faith in you. Let them know you are with them. Open their hearts and their
lives to see in the practice of their faith a way to you and a way to generously giving
their lives to others. I so long that they raise their children in faith, Lord. Protect my
grandchildren and help them to know your love. I ask all of this, with great longing,
in faith, in trust, in Advent Hope."

Wishing you the many blessings of Christmas peace, hope, love, and joy,
Kathleen No&#hD
Principal — St. Paul School



More than a Holiday,

Christmas is Christ

X>7 < In the midst of the busyness that surrounds
/ l\ Christmas, how can families stay focused on
» X} Christ?

Light the Advent wreath together as a family, making this a
prayer—focused part of every day.

Read the Christmas story to your family (Luke, Chapter 2
and Matthew, Chapters 1-2).

At dinner, let each family member discuss the meaning of
Christmas and how each has lived like Jesus during that day.

Sing carols together—then talk about the words and their
meaning.

Read Christmas cards together—then pray for the people
who sent them.

Attend prayer services and liturgies in the weeks before
Christmas, and on Christmas day.

Pray together daily, thanking God for the gift of His Son.

“More Than a Holiday—Christmas is Christ,” Christopher News Notes # 479 (Adapted)

TEACH YOUR
CHILDREN TO SHARE
CHRIST'S LOVE

Encourage your children to show Christ’s love to others
with tangible acts of giving or service. Allow them to
choose one of these options or challenge them to come up
with one of their own.

Make a donation to a local ministry with money they’ve
earned or saved.

Put together a care package for someone in the military.
Buy Christmas gifts for a child or a family in need.

Volunteer to work at a local ministry that reaches out to
others during the holiday season.

Whatever service you do this holiday season, be sure to
do it as a family.

Dear God,

Please help Christians everywhere to
focus on the real meaning of
Christmas—on Your son, Jesus.

In whatever ways we choose to
celebrate this holy day, may
we always remember Your great love in the gift
of Your Son, and keep that focus on Jesus alive in
our hearts, homes and neighborhoods, on the
job and within our churches.

And, too, may we always be ever-

mindful of others, respecting their

beliefs, and loving and supporting

them in their choices to praise You
every day of the year.

Amen

“More Than a Holiday—Christmas is Christ,” Christopher News Notes # 479

Give Your Children A Gift
That Will Last

Most toys and clothes will eventually end up
broken or worn out. But if you give your child a
book, they'll have something to carry with them
throughout life.

Pick out a special book for each of your children
every Christmas. Write some loving words inside
the cover, date it, and sign your name.

You can start when your children are young.
A dy :
Choose books on

something they like,
such as animals,
sports, or choose a
favorite classic from
your own childhood.

As they get older, you can select books that will
help them navigate through life.

Remember, your family first.
www.familyfirst.net

“CHRISTMAS GIFT SUGGESTIONS:

TO YOUR ENEMY, FORGIVENESS.
TO AN OPPONENT, TOLERANCE.
TO A FRIEND, YOUR HEART.
TO A CUSTOMER, SERVICE.
TO ALL, CHARITY.
TO EVERY CHILD, A GOOD EXAMPLE.
TO YOURSELF, RESPECT.”
— Oren Arnold

Provided by The Marriage and Family Life Office, Diocese of Columbus. Also available online at www. FamilyLife.colsdioc.org




EXPERIENCE THE TREASURES
OF ITALY!

How would you like to experience Italy
with your parish and school community? Father
Charlie and Dr. Norris are going to be your hosts
for a parish trip to Italy June 18 i1 28, 2012.
The highlights of the
trip include Rome, the
Vatican, Assisi,
Florence, Tuscany,
Ravenna, and Venice.
There will be a balance
of guided tours and
leisure time so that
you, your family, and
friends can explore Italy on your own!

Please callparishioner Lisa Janszenwith
Polaris Traveler, Inc. at (614-371-7281) for more
information and to reserve your place for this
once in a lifetime opportunity to experience the
treasures of Italy with your parish and school
community!

GRIEVING DURING THE HOLIDAYS

A timely brochure from the Diocesan Marriage and
Family Life Office is available online at
www.FamilyLife.colsdioc.org. Click on the “Hurting
Families” link. You can also phone the office to
request information: 241-2560.

PLANNING UNDERWAY FOR THE 17™
ANNUAL ST. PAUL SCHOOL
SILENT AUCTION
SATURDAY, MARCH 3

Save the date and plan
now to join your friends
and parish family at the
beautiful Hilton Polaris
for an exciting evening
——‘ of fabulous food, great
fun and extraordinary auction items! If you are
interested in volunteering in any way for this
important event for our school (donating an
item for the auction, participating in the many
sponsorship opportunities, etc.) or if you have
any questions about the evening, please
contact Peter Morrissey (at either 464-7085 or
morrisseyp@sbcglobal.net) or Marc Blubaugh
(563-1667 or mblubaugh@Beneschlaw.com).
In the meantime, please save the date!
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HOST FAMILIES NEEDED
FOR NET MINISTRIES | ApzE

Once again we will be hosting NET L/ 1::
Ministries (National Evangelization Team) to —
facilitate our Confirmation Retreats and various
youth gatherings for our PSR and St. Paul School
students. NET Ministries, a national youth ministry,
will also work with some of our High School Youth
during their visit to our parish Friday, February 3
through Thursday morning, February 9.

NET Ministries challenges young Catholics
to love Christ and embrace the life of the Church.
They fulfill their mission by conducting well over
900 youth retreats across the United States each
year. A nonprofit organization, these young adults
receive funding from the donations of individuals,
churches, and foundations as well as retreat fees
charged to parishes. They are governed by a
board of directors that operates under ecclesial
supervision of the Archbishop of St. Paul and
Minneapolis, Minnesota.

We have been asked to house and feed
these young men and women during their stay with
us. Please prayerfully consider opening your home
to a few of these young adults. Host families
provide a place for team members to eat, pray and
rest their heads each night. You do not need to
worry about having enough beds. Every team
member has his or her own sleeping bag and
pillow, so floors, couches, or air mattresses work
just fine! Most host families prefer to accommodate
2 to 4 members. If you would be willing to host
either a few of the men or the women with NET
Ministries, please contact the Parish School of
Religious Education at either 882-5045 or
stpaulreligiouseducation@gmail.com with the
following information:

A Your name, address, phone number and email
The number and types of pets in your home
The number of young adults you can host

Do you prefer to host men or women?

The distance you live from St. Paul’s

Do you have internet access?

The dates you would like to host

> > D > D D

The daily schedule of the young adults that
each family hosts will be provided in advance.
There may be times when transportation will be
requested but not necessarily every day.

We look forward to having NET Ministries
with us at St. Paul’s parish and we appreciate your
gracious hospitality in advance!
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Bosco Bash 2012

Saturday, January 28
4:00-9:00 p.m.

The Bosco Bash is a youth
gathering for allMiddle School
youth within the Dioceseof
Columbus W& | | j oi n
to celebrae the Feastof Sint
John Bosco at the Church of the
Resurrection in New Albany.
Plan for an exciting evening of
great food, fun gamesiMass,
and a special performancéy
Lee RoessleThroughhis
music 21 year old singend
songwrlter Lee Roesslewill
oy entertain and
inspireuswith
his exuberant
charm and
genuine faith!
Please calbur
Youth Ministry
Offlce at 8822537 to learn
more. A $20registration fee
and permission formare due
by Wednesday, January.4

id you know that St. Paul Youth
DMinistry graduates students

from 13 different high schools?
There are numerous opportunities for
students with different backgrounds
and experiences to gather together to
learn how to live out our Catholic faith
G| K zbusywdild], Consider joining

us sometime and invite a friend!

y Interested in learning
@j ‘él the new music for the
v o Gloria, Holy, Mystery
of Faith, Amen, and Lamb of God?
Our Music Director, John Bryan,
has created MP3 files of this
music along with a document of
the music. You will find these
files on our parish website:
www.stpaulcatholicchurch.org/
faith-life/music/.
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In the midst of winter..

ANNOUNCING

e ﬁf* . Living Christ Retreat #3
*o

o o
* o

Take time for a retreat in the coming New Year!

Thursday, February 9 6:00 p.A110:00 p.m.
Friday, February 10 6:00 p.nl0:00 p.m.

Saturday, February 11 8:G0m.¢ noon
Participants need to be present for all three sessio

The Living Christ Retreat is an opportunity for participants to
pause and to listen to the Lord’s call — and hopefully to respond
by drawing closer to Him. It presents a relaxed, prayerful and
supportive environment to begin, renew or deepen one’s
relationship with God as well as to find the support needed to
live a Christian life. All sessions are conveniently held at the
parish; participants return home each evening.

We held our first two Living Christ Retreats here at St. Paul’s in
January and April. The retreat has been a wonderful blessing to
those who have had the opportunity to participate! From the
feedback of those who attended, it was clear that this retreat
should be offered again.

And so, we encourage you to take some time in the midst of winter
and come to the Living Christ Retreat #3. You will find a
registration flyer on the following page.

Plan to come! Register early!

If you have any questions, please contact Pastoral Associate
Mary Reichley at mmr@stpacc.org.

ST. PAUL TO HOST ITS EIGHTH JOB FAIR!

\
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Since the inception of St. Paul's Employment
Ministry, 642 people have found employment! If
you or your employer are in a position to hire, we
would welcome your participation in our upcoming
Job Fair! Join us in the Activities Center on Friday,
March 16 from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. As in the
past, the Job Fair is open to the public and there is
no cost to attend. To learn more about the Job Fair
or the Parish Employment Ministry, please contact
parishioner Tom Nann at thannsem@gmail.com or visit Stewardship
Employment Ministry at www.stewardshipemploy.org/index.htm.




Duilding a
Community of Faith

Plan to register early!

lsiving Christ wsmitises:,
Retreat #3

Live your whole life according to the Christ you have received. (Col. 2:6)
DO YOU WANT TO GROW IN FAITH? YOU DON’T HAVE TO GO FAR!

Most of us get so busy that we do not take the time to reflect on life
and how we might grow in our relationship with Christ and one another.

COME TO A 12 HOUR RETREAT RIGHT HERE AT ST. PAUL’S!

Thursday February 9 6:00 p.m.—10:00 p.m. (dinner included)
Friday February 10 6:00 p.m. —10:00 p.m. (dinner included)
Saturday February 11 8:00 a.m. — Noon (breakfast included)

(Music, talks, reflection, prayer, food, conversation, community)

Who is invited? All adults in the parish

Where will it be? The retreat will be held at St. Paul the Apostle Church
Meals in Miller Hall; Talks in LL Rm 3 Church, Prayer Services in Church

The Living Christ Retreat is an opportunity to join with other
parishioners to reflect on what it means to journey together in faith.
The team for the retreat is made up of parish staff and parishioners.

Registrations due no later than January 20, 2012. Remember to register early! The retreat is limited to 42 participants.
Suggested donation: $20 per person, $30 per couple. Make checks payable to St. Paul the Apostle Church.
Please fill out the form below and return it to St. Paul Church, 313 N. State St., Westerville, OH 43082, Attention: Living Christ Retreat
< <

Name

Address Zip

Phone #

E-mail address

Do you have any special dietary needs?

If you have any questions, please contact Mary Reichley at mmr@stpacc.org.




The Elephant In The Room By John Bryan, Music Director
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lumber yard where he will purchase a large quantity of hardwood to B Y PR e .-l LI
build the cases, the console, the chests, et cetera. Gon. ' Saced & oo S s
. . $1,000 $4,000 $8,000 $15,000 $35,000
The blowers will be purchased from Zephyr Electric Organ S1500 55,000 $9,000 $18,000 $40,000
Gifts can be pledged over a 1, 2, or 3 year period.
Blower Company in Orrville, Ohio. These blowers are encased in a way S lease Une he Diece SIVEIONS PIOVIURD. i

that allows them to run virtually silent. Zephyr is part of a larger
. . Brochures about our pipe organ can be downloac

company in Orrville that employs about 75 people. our website (www.stpaulcatholicchurch.org) and ¢

The computer components for the console will come from a small found under our Pipe Organ bulletinHziasdocated
business in lllinois. Other components will come from small businesses in off the Gathering Space theakarian Gift Shop.
Pennsylvania, California, and New Jersey. After Muller secures what is needed, Muller Pipe Organ will literally spend
thousands of hours in labor constructing the oNH | Y ® Ly NBFf GAYS>T GKIFGQa |62 dzi
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instrument. A few parishioners have stopped me to say that they think $784,000 for a pipe organ is wasteful, especially
given this economy. | certainly do understand that sentiment. $784,000 would go a long way in helping the
unemployed pay their mortgages and utilities and put food on their tables. Any church that professes Jesus Christ must
0S 02dzi KS o6dzaAySaa 2F KSfLAyYy3a (K2aS Ay ySSRo® LQY
GAONIyG a GKAEA 2ySo LQY Ffaz2 LINRPdzZR (KI §ofdolkar'Swef@K I NA G |
spent building the Activities Center and Church.

However, consider this. $784,000 would go a long way in helping hundreds of people retain employment at
small businesses throughout Ohio and the United States. Not only will it help people pay mortgages on modest homes,
it will do so while allowing them the dignity of employment. What would this cost our parish? Roughly $175 per
registered family (that's 50 cents a day for a year)T it just seems so doable.

Profit margins on pipe organs are minimal and quite frankly, sometimes non-S EA&GS yio LQ@S YS
GKS LIALIS 2NHIFIY AYyRdzZAGNE O ¢tKSe R2y Qi 6SIFN FlFyoe Of 20l
They live simply, doing what they love to do. Honest work, whether you are a nurse, a janitor, (feel free to add your own
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December 117:00 p.m.

LOOKING AHEAD TO CHRISTMAS :

No8:30 am. Mass and no Confesslons

Advent Parish Penance Servige

December 24 |
Christmas Carols will begin 45 minutes befqre N

Christmas Evetl:00 p.m. Mas€hurch Youth ChoiI

Christmas Evel:00 p.m. Mas$WNHS Contemporary Ensemple

Soloists |

Christmas EvéMidnight Mas<Church Adult Choir&t. Pali 4 s
Brass Quintet |
(Christmas Carols to begin at 11:00 p.m.) |

|
Christmas Day:00, 10:30, 12:¥M&ss Cantor|

(No 7:30 a.mor 5:00 p.m. Mass) |

Dear God,

Help us to be good stewards during this holiday season.

Help us to seek you more intentionally and more often.

Teach us to look for you in the faces of the needy we will be invited
to help and the lonely ones we may be called to accompany in new
and unexpected ways.

Help us to be still now and then, even in the midst of our busyness,
and see you in the beauty of your creation — in the shimmer of
sunlight on snow or the crystal blue of the desert sky.

Each morning, may we wake, knowing that you love us, and
rejoice that you have given us another day in which to share our
lives and our blessings.

And each night, before we close our eyes, may we remember to
thank you for the gifts and graces of the day.

Make us mindful of your presence, Lord, as we wait in joyful hope
for the coming of your Son.

In his Holy Name, we pray, Amen.

|
December 26 No 6:40 a.m. Mass; 8:30 a.m. Masdq only
December 31  4:00 p.m. Vigil Mass for thé
Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mothel of G
December 2dDecember 31 Regular Mass Scheddle
January 1Solemnity of The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother oflGod

Masses at 7:30, 9:00, 10:30, (dl5:00 p.m. Mass)
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Tbe priests and staff of St. Pacul the A postle
Pariots wesh you and youwrs a very
Blessed and Merny Clnistmas!
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