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aŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ CŀǘƘŜǊ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜΧ 
I am happy to say that construction of our new church has begun!   
 

At all the Masses on February 13 
and 14, I announced that we surpassed 
our goal of $12 million in pledges and I 
recall being greeted with immediate 
applause and many smiling faces at each 
Mass.  However, it is I who applaud you 

and extend a cheerful grin to you for your generosity and 
dedication to this project.  You embraced the vision of this 
new worship space and it was you who made this special 
day possible.  We can finally begin construction of our 
new church.  Despite the snowy weather, you can see 
from the photos that our contractor, Corna/Kokosing, has 
cleared away the snow and begun digging the foundation 
footers and pouring cement.  The dream is becoming a 
reality.  In the months ahead, you will continue to see the church construction progress and take form, 
especially once the steel framing is erected.  We have been informed by the contractor that completion of the 
new church is scheduled for late May/early June 2011.    

From the bottom of my heart, I thank all who pledged or contributed to the building fund.  I am in 
awe at the kindness and generosity of so many of our parishioners.  I am deeply grateful that God has blessed 
our great St. Paul Parish with people who care about building this church.  As I stated in my message on 
February 13-14, this whole process has been like a pilgrimage, but not a pilgrimage to a holy spot on the map.  
Rather, it is a journey of the heart where we travel with Christ and our fellow parishioners to a deeper 
generosity that will make possible a fitting space for worship ς for a new church which will also be a symbol of 
our hope in the future of the Catholic faith in Westerville.  We have a ways to go on this pilgrimage, but today 
we have renewed energy and strength.  Again, I thank you and I am grateful to God for the many blessings he 
has showered on this parish.  I also thank him for giving me the gift of being your pastor! 

Even though it is a time for rejoicing, we caƴΩǘ ōŀǎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƻƻ ƭƻƴƎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻǳǊ Ƨƻō ƛǎ ŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ 
ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘΦ  .ƛǎƘƻǇ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ǿŀǎ ƘƛƴƎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ   !ǎ ŀ ǉǳƛŎƪ ǊŜǾƛŜǿΥ  

 

¶ First, the Bishop told us if we raise $1.5 million in new pledges which would bring our total pledges 
to $12 million, he would sign the contract to build our new church.  We have successfully 
accomplished this first step.   

¶ The second challenge stated that we must continue to raise funds while the church is being built.  
In fact, we need to generate another $1.5 million in new pledges over the next several months to 
satisfy the second requirement.  This would bring our total pledges to $13.5 million, our final goal. 

¶ The third component included being good stewards of these pledges by fulfilling them in a timely 
manner, thus helping us keep our long-term debt manageable.  It is important that as much as 
possible be collected by the end of the construction period which will be June 2011.  We realize 
that pledge payments will continue for two to three years after the church is finished.  We are just 
trying to reduce the amount of the long-term loan we will have with the diocese. We are 
estimating the diocesan loan to be $5 to $6 million with a 15-year payback.   

 
 



(Continued from the cover page)  
To date, we have received pledges/gifts from 2,856 

parish households which represent 67% overall 
participation.  We have 4,285 registered parish 
households.  Our pledges are currently at $12.1 million 
which means we already have $100,000 pledged toward 
the $1.5 million needed to reach our final goal of $13.5 
million.   

I again acknowledge, applaud and thank all those 
who have made pledges and I especially thank the 900 
plus parishioners who increased, extended or made 
additional pledges beyond their original commitment to 
help us reach our current $12.1 million in pledges.   

Because our final goal of $13. 5 million must be 
attained, I now challenge the balance of the parish who 
Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǇƭŜŘƎŜΦ  LΩƳ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ 
make a commitment of $1,000 or more per year for four 
years.  I also ask those who have completed their pledges 
to make another.  Every new pledge, second pledge, 
extended, or increased pledge we receive will assist us in 
reaching our final goal of $13.5 million.  A pledge envelope 
is included in this mailing. 

As I mentioned in one of my earlier messages 
about building our church, I have twice had the 
opportunity to visit the magnificent Cathedral at Chartres 
in France which is dedicated to Our Lady.  I was greatly 
impressed with the stained glass windows in this cathedral 

that are sometimes as old as 800 years ς and especially the stunning blue color of many of them that is known 
ŀǘ ά/ƘŀǊǘǊŜǎ ōƭǳŜΦέ  A surprisingly large number of these windows are depictions of the Annunciation.  How 
appropriate!  The Annunciation is the greatest encounter in history between grace and human freedom.  In 
ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ aŀǊȅ ŦǊŜŜƭȅ ǎŀƛŘ άȅŜǎέ ǘƻ DƻŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƎŜƭ DŀōǊƛŜƭΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Middle Ages 
ǎŀƛŘ άȅŜǎέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜŘ ǘo build the cathedrals.  Every 
generation has its turn to experience that same encounter between grace 
and human freedom that Mary experienced.  wƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƻǳǊ ǘǳǊƴ ƘŜǊŜ 

at St. Paul the 
Apostle.  I again 
thank all who have 
ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ άȅŜǎέ ŀƴŘ L 
again invite all who 
have not done so to 
ŀŘŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ άȅŜǎέ ǘƻ 
this great project to 
help make the dream 
of our new church 
come true.  

Even though we have already started building 
the new church, we still plan to conduct some form of 

ceremony with the Bishop and our parishioners in which we recognize the official start of construction.  As of 
the printing of this newsletter, we have not finalized a date and time for this event.  We will keep you 
informed about this future ceremony as well as the progress of the new church.  

Thanks again for sharing your blessings with the parish!                                 Fr. Charlie



ARE YOU INTERESTED IN LEARNING MORE  

ABOUT THE BIBLE AND YOUR CATHOLIC FAITH?  

ST. PAUL HAS THE FOLLOWING  OPPORTUNITIES  FOR YOU! 

THE CATHOLIC IN STITUTE FOR BIBLICAL LITERACY (CIBL ) is a program for adults 

residing in the Diocese of Columbus who desire an in-depth Scripture study.  Grounded in the 

teaching of the Dogmatic Constitution of Divine Revelation, Dei Verbum , this 2 ½ year course of 

study consists of eight courses.  Each course includes eight 2 -hour classes, taught by Master 

Catechists with at least a Masterõs Degree in Theology. 
 

Course 1 ð Foundations for Biblical Interpretations in  

              the Catholic Tradition ( prerequisite for  Courses 2 -8) 

Course 2 ð Pentateuch  

Course 3 ð The Prophetic Writings & History of Israel  

Course 4 ð Wisdom & Related Literature  

Course 5 ð The Synoptic Gospels & Acts of the  Apostles  

Course 6 ð The Gospel of John, the Johannine Letters & the Book of  

                    Revelation 

Course 7 ð The Pauline Epistles  

Course 8 ð Final Seminar  
 

No particular educational background is required for admission to the Institute.  Courses have 

been offered for the past 5 years at St. Paul with nearly 30 parishioners co mpleting the 

program.  The Bible School will begin next year in the spring of 201 1.     
 

 

HERE IS WHAT CIBL GRADUATES 

HAVE SAID ABOUT THE PROGRAM:  
 

òThis study of the Bible showed me the 
foundation for our faith.  The instructors 
helped me to see how the Scripture in the 
Bible is the foundation of what we believe.ó 
 

òHaving gone through the CIBL classes has 
enriched my faith life in many ways.  The Mass 
has become more powerful as I am able to 
place the Scripture readings into the context 
from which they ar e taken.ó 
 

òThe first course in the series was incredible.  
The instructorõs quiet but fervent belief as 
well as her incredible intelligence and 
knowledge were absolutely mesmerizing.ó 
 

 

 

 

A SUMMER SCRIPTURE RETREAT  

WITH AN OPEN  

INVITATION TO ALL  
 

The Catholic Institute for Biblical Literacy 

is hosting a scripture retreat day on 

Saturday , July 17, 2010 at St. Leonard 

Parish in Heath , Ohio.  Jim Grove, a Master 

Catechist and CIBL I nstructor , will discuss 

living our baptism in the everyday world 

using secti ons of 1 Peter.  This study and 

reflection offers a thoughtful look at the 

genuineness of faith and the struggles of 

Christian living.  The r egistration fee of 

$25.00 includes a picnic -style lunch on the 

parish grounds.  Please be sure to w atch the 

bulleti n and our parish website for more 

information about the retreat day .   

 



 

5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΧ 
The season of Lent was originally a time of intense 
prayer and study for those who were to be baptized 
and prepared to join the Church community at the 
Easter Vigil?  Because these new members were to be 
received into the living Body of Christ, the whole 
community was called to preparation.  
 

Today, Lent is a time of fasting, almsgiving, and 
prayer in preparation for the Paschal Mystery (the 
crucifixion, death, and resurrection of Christ).  It is a 
journey in which we are called to walk with Christ 
through his suffering. 
Almsgiving calls us to compassion for our brothers 
and sisters who are less fortunate.  In feeding the 
hungry and clothing the naked we are Christ to one 
another. 
The number 40 is representative of the 40 days that 
Jesus spent in the desert battling his temptations that 
strove to keep him from his earthly ministry.  We, 
too, battle temptations throughout the season of 
Lent ςa season marked by self-examination and 
repentance. 
Fasting reminds us of our need for Christ.  Our 
ƘǳƴƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǊǎǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
the desert and serves to remind us of how empty we 
would be without him. 
The deep purple color that fills the church during 
Lent sȅƳōƻƭƛȊŜǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ 
However, because purple is also the color of royalty, 
ƛǘ ŦƻǊŜǎƘŀŘƻǿǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ kingship and resurrection.  At 
Easter, the liturgical color changes from purple to 
white to represent /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ƻǾŜǊ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
hope that, one day, we will all share in his 
resurrection at the heavenly banquet. 
Excerpt from Take Out/Family Faith on the Go, February 2008 
 

 

ST. PAUL YOUTH TO W ALK  
THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS   

The Diocesan Offices of Youth & Young Adult Ministry and 
Social Concerns together annually sponsor the Diocesan 
Walking Stations of the Cross, ñWalk for Peaceò on Good 
Friday.  This walk through downtown Columbus begins 
promptly at 8:00 a.m. at St. Joseph Cathedral, 212 E. Broad 
St., with opening prayer.  Following a 4-mile route, young 
people and adults from the 23-county Diocese of Columbus 
will stop at locations throughout downtown Columbus to 
recognize Jesus Christôs suffering and crucifixion as well as 
reflect on a current area of social concern.  High School 
teens are encouraged to join our Youth Ministry on Good 
Friday, April 2, to take part in this experience of recalling 
Christôs walk to Golgotha.  Contact Linda Hall at 882-2537 
or stpaulyouthminstry@gmail.com and plan to join us!   
 

 
 

Followers of Jesus from the earliest days told the story of 
His passion, death and resurrection.  When pilgrims 
came to visit Jerusalem they were eager to see the sites 
where Jesus was.  These sites become important holy 
connections with Jesus.  In time, 
following in the footsteps of the Lord 
along the way of the cross became a 
part of the pilgrimage visit. The 
stations, as we know them today, 
came about when it was no longer 
easy or even possible to visit the holy 
sites.  In the 1500's, villages all over 
Europe started creating "replicas" of 
the Way of the Cross.  Small shrines commemorating the 
places along the route in Jerusalem were built.  These 
shrines became the set of 14 stations we now know.  
They were placed in almost every Catholic Church in the 
world (http://onlineministries.creighton.edu). 

The Way of the Cross, also known as the 
Stations of the Cross, is a traditional Lenten devotion. 
The stations are places to stop and think about what is 
depicted in that scene at that place.  Our St. Paul 
students, by designated grade level (Grades 1-8), are 
scheduled to attend the Stations of the Cross on each 
Friday in Lent at 1:30 p.m.  This gives them an 
opportunity to walk the Way of the Cross with their St. 
Paul School family.  

Stations of the Cross are scheduled each Friday 
at 7:30 p.m. for the parish.  Please consider attending the 
evening Stations of the Cross with your children.  Take 
time to explain to your younger children that stations are 
places where people wait as they are going from one 
place to another like a train or bus station.  Perhaps they 
could think of stations where you have been as a family.  
Stations are also places where people take time to think 
about Jesus as he went to die on a cross.  The Stations 
of the Cross show us how much Jesus loved us.  

As a follow-up activity, consider having your 
children use a shoe box to make a shadow box that 
depicts one of the Stations of the Cross.  They could 
create a prayer to be said at that station, print it on a 
large index card and paste it on the back of the box.  All 
members of the family could even get involved by each 
making a shadow box of a particular station. The shadow 
boxes could then be displayed during Lent in your home. 

Creating Lenten memories with your children is a 
way to turn ñprayer, fasting, and almsgivingò into a 
profound and holy experience for your entire family. 
 

Yours in the spirit of prayer, sacrifice, and charity, 
 

Kathleen Norris, Ph.D. 
Principal ï St. Paul School   



My 2009  Summer Mission Trip  
with St. Paul Youth Ministry   

           By Lindsey Zimmerman 
 

I wasn't really sure all what to expect  
on July 5, 2009, when over 30 other young 
people and myself headed down to Cranks 
Creek, Kentucky. All I knew was that I'd be 
spending five days in the heart of the 
Appalachian Mountains , one of the poorest 
areas of the country, bringing service to 
those who are less fortunate than us and 
who go without many of the things that we 
take for granted every day. I was ready for 
a week of hard work, but what I wasn't 
expecting was how much I got out of that  
experience.  
        When we arrived in Cranks Creek, I 
faced a huge culture shock. The way of life 
there was so different than the way I'd 
experienced it living here in Westerville all 
15 years of my life. There was poverty 

everywhere. Most 
people lived i n run-
down trailers that 
were in bad need of 
repair, and part of 
our job for the 
week was to go to 

various people's homes and fix things up so 
t hey had a safer place to live.  
      One of the things that I'll always 
remember about my time in Cranks Creek i s 
the people who lived there. They didn't have 
much at all, but they were some of the 
nicest people I've ever met in my entire life. 
They were thankful for everything that they 
did have, and they were very grateful to God 
and strong in their faith.  
      Those five days I spent in Kentucky 
were a part of the most amazing experience 
of my life. I learned a lot about myself while 
I was there, and learned not to take 
anything for granted. I felt good about  
 

 
 
myself for helping so many people out and 
for con tinuing the work of Jesus here on 
earth. I also got to know a lot of the kids in 
youth group better, and I made some of the 
best friends I've ever had as a result of 
this experience.  

I would strongly encourage everyone 
to at least consider joining us on o ur trip to 
Cranks Creek this year. I promise you won't 
regret it and it will be the experience of a 
lifetime !  

 
 

If you are a current sophomore, junior or 
senior in high school, why not plan to travel 
the Gospel Road with other high school 
teens this summer and head to Cranks 
Creek, Kentucky?  Together ȅƻǳΩƭƭ work on 
various home improvement projects in the 
impoverished Appalachian area and have 
the opportunity to not only impact the lives 
of others, but likely have your life changed 
as well.  Our Gospel Road service/work 
camp will take place this summer on 
Sunday, July 11 through Thursday, July 15.  
Space is limited so ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘŜƭŀȅ ƛƴ 
contacting Youth Minister, Linda Hall, at 
either stpaulyouthministry@gmail.com or 
882-2537 to register.   
 

 

 

 

Java w ith Jesus!  

Tuesday, March 23  
 

All high school youth are invited to bring a friend  
(or two!) on Tuesday, March 23 to the Panera 
Bread located at 782 North State Street from 
6:30 ï 7:30 p.m. for Java with Jesus!  Under the 
direction of Youth Minister Linda Hall, teens will 
share in some Lenten reflections and 
discussions.  Since the first cup is on Linda, 
teens are encouraged to let her know if they can 
attend.  She can be reached at either 882-2527 
or stpaulyouthministry@yahoo.com.       

 

 
 

  

ñI felt good about myself 
for helping so many 
people out and for 
continuing the work of 
Jesus...ò 



AHOY MATEYS!    
READY TO SET SAIL WITH US THIS JUNE?  

 

Planning for our Vacation Bible School, òHigh 

Seas Expedition,ó is well underway!  Our 

voyage through the deep waters of Godõs 

love will take place  Monday, June 14 through 

Thursday, June 17, from 9:00 a.m. -11:30 a.m.  

On Friday, June 18 weõll have a fun family 

event in the evening  as well.  We will be 

kick ing off our VBS r egistration on Sunday, 

March 21  following the 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. 

Masses!  All youth who are 

currently in kindergarten 

through f ourth grade are 

encouraged to travel with us!  

All VBS r egistration materials 

(as well as volunteer forms) 

can be obtained at 

www.stpaulcatholicchurch.org and are also 

available in the PSR and school office s and in 

the vestibule of the Activit ies Center .  The 

registration f ee is $35 per student (with a 

family cap of $90).   CDs, a pre-order item 

and a perennial favorite, are available for 

purchase for only $10.  (Order yours now, we 

likely wonõt have any extra CDs in June !) 

Our Summer VBS offers many 

volunteer and leadership opportunities for 

students in grades 7-12 as well.  Teens are 

needed to help in the babysitting room, 

serve as crew leader s and help with crafts, 

music, games, and food .  Be sure to watch  

for exciting announcements about our new 
features for 5 th  and 6th  graders as well!    

Of course, we need adult volunteers , 

too , for our High Seas Expedition .  Help is 

needed before and during the week of 

Vacation Bible School to bake cookies and 

snacks, make decorations, help with student 

drop-off, share faith -building acti vities, play 

outdoor games, prepare kits, and more.  

Please consider òsailing with usó for a fun, 

faith -filled, fabulous week !  Our volunteers 

always seem to enjoy VBS as much as the  

children  do!  If youõve journeyed with us 

before, now is the time to let us know if 

youõd like to help again this summer.   

If you have any questions ,  please 

donõt hesitate to contact Katy Coffey at  

either  523 -2564 or kdjbjcoffey@att.net .  

You can also contact the  PSR Office at 

stpaulreligiouseducation@gmail.com .  Plan 

now to ensure your child is on deck and 

ready to set sail with us this summer!  

  

Parish Website ð Check it out ! 
 

We encourage all parishioners to regularly visit the 
parish website for information about upcoming events, 
calendar changes, volunteer opportunities, Youth 
Ministry and PSR activities, and so much more!  You can 
even enjoy homilies online.  LǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ŎƭƛŎƪ ŀǿŀȅ ς 
www.stpaulcatholicchurch.org. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AN EASTER PRAYER  
 

Glory and praise to You, Risen Savior, for 
You bring light to our darkness, joy to our sorrow, 
and the fullness of love to our reluctant hearts.  

Once and for all You have conquered sin and 
evil.  In the glory of Your Resurrection we have 
been set free from all that keeps us from following 
You. 

In this Easter season, fill our heart s with 
Your Light and Grace that we might joyfully echo 
the words of Your Holy Angels.  

He is not here in the tomb.    

           He is risen !     
                      Alleluia!  Alleluia!   Amen.  

 

Please remember to pray for the youth of 
our parish who will be making their 
Confirmation of Faith as well as those who 
will receive their First Holy Communion on.  
Thank you!  




