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You  h ea r  J es u s ’ words , “Let  you r  ligh t  s h in e before oth ers . Do n ot  res is t  evil. If s om ebody 

s t r ikes  you  on  th e r igh t  ch eek , you ’re to tu rn  a n d  offer  h im  th e left .” 

 

If th ey a s k  for  you r  s h ir t , you  give th e coa t . If th ey pres s  you  for  on e m ile, you ’re s u p pos ed  to 

go two. 

 

“Give to th os e wh o beg from  you , a n d  love you r  en em ies , a n d  pra y for  th os e wh o p ers ecu te 

you .” 

 

In  a  word , “we a re to b e per fect ,” J es u s  s a ys , “a s  th e very God h im s elf.” 

 

An d  wh en  you  h ea r  word s  like th is  you  ju s t  won d er  h ow s er iou s  J es u s  cou ld  be. In  a  

Broa dwa y p la y, a  wom a n  s a ys , “God n ever  m a de a  bet ter  wom a n  th a n  I a m , bu t  s om eh ow I 

ju s t  ca n ’t  s eem  to live u p  to it .” 

 

An d  a ll th os e s tor ies  th a t  we h ea r  th a t  a re s u pp os ed  to exem plify th e idea l. Th e old  s tory, for  

exa m ple, of th e a n cien t  Ch in es e wa r lord  wh o ord ered  h is  gen era l to go to a  city a n d  ta ke th e 

city a n d  des t roy a ll th e en em ies , n o qu a r ter , n o n oth in g. Ab ou t  a  week  la t er  th e wa r lord  

wen t  to th e city a n d  s a w th a t  th e city ga tes  were open , b u t  wh en  h e wen t  in  h e s a w h is  

gen era l a n d  th e oth er  s old iers  h a vin g a  ba n qu et  with  a ll th e n a t ives  th ere.  

 

An d  fu r iou s , h e a s k ed  a bou t  h is  ord er , a bou t  des t royin g th e en em ies , a n d  of cou rs e th e 

res p on s e wa s , “Bu t  I d id . As  you  ca n  s ee,  th ey a re n ow ou r  fr ien ds .” 

 

Or  th ere’s  th e s tory a b ou t  th e m a n  wh o on ce b ou gh t  a  fa rm  a n d  wa s  wa lk in g th e bou n ds  of 

h is  n ew proper ty wh en  h e m et  h is  n ew n ext -door  n eigh b or .  

 

An d  th e n ew n eigh bor  s a id  to h im , “Don ’t  look  n ow, bu t  wh en  you  bou gh t  th is  p iece  of 

grou n d  you  a ls o b ou gh t  a  la ws u it  with  it  beca u s e you r  fen ce is  ten  feet  on  m y prop er ty.” 

 

An d  th e n ew own er  s m iled  a n d  s a id , “I th ou gh t  I’d  fin d  s om e fr ien d ly n eigh bors  h ere, a n d  I’m  

goin g to. An d  you ’re goin g to h elp  m e. You  m ove th e fen ce over  to wh e re you  wa n t  it  a n d  

s en d  m e th e b ill, a n d  we’ll both  be h a p py.” 

 

Th es e a re th e k in d s  of s tor ies  th a t  s eem  to t ra n s la te th is  im pos s ib le d rea m  of J es u s ’. An d  

s t ill, on  th e oth er  h a n d , in  everyda y fles h  a n d  b lood  life, beyon d  th e s tor ies , it  is  h a rd  to love 

you r  en em y, pa r t icu la r ly wh en  you  h a ve been  h u r t  deep ly a n d , perh a ps , in  a  m os t  pers on a l 

wa y. 

 

Now im a gin e th a t  you r  en em y is  th e ch u rch . J u s t  th in k  of a ll th e h ea d lin es  th a t  h a ve been  

in  th e pa pers  th e la s t  few yea rs . Th in k  of wh a t  you ’ve h ea rd  a bou t  th e ch u rch  on  ra d io a n d  

televis ion . Th e officia l ch u rch , wh a t  h a s  it  don e to, s a y, Arch bis h op  Hu n th a u s en  in  Sea t t le?1  

Were th ey r igh t? Were th ey wron g? Did  th ey d ea l ju s t ly with  h im ? Didn ’t  th ey k in d  of defa n g 

h im ? Didn ’t  th ey give h is  power  to a n oth er , em ba r ra s s in g th em  both ?  

 

Or  you  h a ve th e m on s ign or  in  St . Pa t r ick  Ca th ed ra l wh o den ied  a  weddin g to a  you n g m a n  

wh o h a s  AIDS. Or  you  h a ve th e d ioces e of Ca liforn ia  wh ich  in  p repa ra t ion  for  th e pope’s  vis it  

decided  to s ell off televis ion  t im e, m u ch  to th e h or ror  of everyb ody beca u s e n ews  is  s u pp os ed  

to be u n bia s ed  a n d  free, n ot  s old .  

 



You  h a ve th os e wh o m a y h a ve been  h u r t  by th e la ws  on  d ivorce a n d  rem a r r ia ge. Or  th e 

h ea d lin e gra b bers : J oh n  Pa u l v. Ha n s  Kü n g. Ch a r les   Cu r ra n , in   Wa s h in gton , D.C.,  a rm -

wres t lin g with  Ca rd in a l Ra tzin ger  of th e Va t ica n . Th is  is  th e ch u rch  th a t  s pa wn ed  An dy 

Greeley a n d  Ph il Don a h u e, Moth er  Teres a  a n d , believe it  or  n ot , Ma d on n a .  

 

Or  th ere a re th e n ews  s tor ies  we h ea r  a bou t  p r ies ts , s tor ies  th a t  m a ke s om e people a n gry or  

h os t ile. An y t im e you  h ea r  s om e gos s ip  or  b a d  n ews  a b ou t  a  p r ies t , th en  it  is  eleva ted  to th e 

en t ire Rom a n  Ca th olic ch u rch .  

 

I rem em ber  a  s tory of Doroth y Da y wh o h a d  ju s t  a t ten ded  Ma s s  with  a  fr ien d  in  New York . 

Th e pr ies t  wa s  in deed  a  very poor  litu rgis t . He h a d  n o s en s e of reveren ce, a n d  h is  s erm on  

wa s  ext ra ord in a r ily b or in g.  

It  wa s  ju s t  a  ter r ib le exp er ien ce. On  th e wa y h om e th e fr ien d  wa s  won d er in g h ow Doroth y 

Da y wou ld  rea ct . After  wa lk in g a  b it  in  s ilen ce, Doroth y Da y s im ply s a id , “If th e ch u rch  ca n  

s u rvive pr ies ts  like th a t , it  ju s t  goes  to p rove th a t  God  m u s t  be with  it .” 

 

I rem em ber  on e of m y own  exp er ien ces  in  th e la s t  pa r is h  I wa s  in  (a n d  you  kn ow h ow it  is  

s om et im es , th os e of you  wh o tea ch  or  d o a n y k in d  of p u blic th in g). Th is  on e Su n d a y 

everyth in g th a t  you  cou ld  p os s ib ly im a gin e wen t  wron g: th e orga n is t  d idn ’t  s h ow u p , th e 

lector  wa s  p oor , th e h om ily wa s  ter r ib le. Th e wh ole litu rgy wa s  a  ter r ib le d is a s ter , ju s t  on e of 

th os e b a d  da ys  th a t  we a ll h a ve. An d  a fter  th e litu rgy, a s  is  th e cu s tom , I s tood  ou t  in  fron t  

of th e ch u rch  a n d  h op ed  th a t  I wou ldn ’t  get  p illa ged  a s  th e p eople wen t  by. Th is  on e la dy 

wa s  kn own  for  h er  ch a r ity, a n d  wh en  I s a w h er  com in g, I s a id  to m ys elf, “If s h e s a ys  on e n ice 

th in g a bou t  th a t  litu rgy, I’ll kn ow s h e’s  in s in cere.” So s h e ca m e u p  t o m e a n d  s h ook  m y 

h a n d  a n d  s h e s a id , “Fa th er , you r  ves tm en ts  a re bea u t ifu l.” 

  

So wh en  we ta lk  a bou t  th e ch u rch  b ein g ou r  en em y, we a lwa ys  ten d  to th in k  of th e pope a n d  

th e b is h ops  a n d  th e p r ies ts  a n d  even  m on s ign ors . Bu t  th e fa ct  is  th ey a re on ly a  very 

in s ign ifica n t  a n d  n u m er ica lly s m a ll pa r t  of th e ch u rch . Beca u s e a fter  a ll, we a re th e ch u rch , 

a ll of u s  wh o a re a  pa r t  of it . An d  s om et im es  we give p oor  exa m ples . Som et im es  a fter  look in g 

a t  u s  a n d  ou r  b eh a vior , people s a y: “Well, if th a t ’s  wh a t  Ca th olicis m  is  a b ou t , I wa n t  n o pa r t  

of it .” 

 

An d  yet , on  th e oth er  h a n d , wh a t  we h a ve to rem em b er  is  th is : with  a ll of ou r  too h u m a n  

fa u lt s , wh ich  popes  a n d  pr ies ts  a n d  every oth er  m em ber  of God ’s  ch u rch  h a ve, th ere is  

a lwa ys  s om eth in g m ore th a n  m eets  th e eye. In  s p ite of fa m ily fa u lt s  (like ou r  own  fa m ilies ), 

th ere is  a  p res en ce, a n d  th ere is  a  rea lity, a n d  th ere is  a  bon din g, a n d  th ere is  love.  

 

Wh a t  I’m  s a yin g is  th a t  for  a ll of th e h u m a n n es s  a n d  m is ta kes  a n d  even  s in fu ln es s  of th os e 

of u s  wh o a re th e ch u rch , we a lwa ys  h a ve to h a ve con fiden ce th a t  th e bot tom -lin e rea lity is  

J es u s  Ch r is t . Th a t  h e works  h is  gra ce th rou gh  u s  in d ivid u a lly a n d  collect ively, im per fect  a n d  

fra ctu red  a s  we a re. Th ere is  a  gra ce a n d  th ere is  a  s p ir it  th a t  ju s t  a re a bove u s  a ll.  

 

Let  m e clos e by s h a r in g with  you  a  let ter  I got . Th e m a n ’s  n a m e is  ju s t  Ch a r les . I won ’t  give 

you  h is  la s t  n a m e. App a ren t ly h e ca m e h ere on  Ch r is tm a s  Eve, d rop ped  in , a n d  a b ou t  a  

m on th  la ter  h e s en t  m e th is  let ter . He s a ys :  

 

Dea r  Fa th er  Ba u s ch : 

 

S t ra n ge let ter , bu t  I’m  a n  in fidel, rea lly Un ita r ia n , wh o ju s t  h a p pen ed  to wa n der  by you r  

ch u rch  on  Ch r is tm a s  Even in g a t  th e requ es t  of a  lon ely Ca th olic widow wh o wis h ed  to pa y 

h er  res pects  to God a n d  h er  la te -depa r ted  wh ile b ein g bols tered  by s om e com pa n ion s h ip  en  

rou te. So I a cted  ou t  th e pa r t , with  dou bts  beforeh a n d . You  s ee, I h a d  a t ten ded  a  Ca th olic 

Midn igh t  Ma s s  in  m y you th  with  a n oth er , you n ger  la s s , a n d  h a d  ju m bled , ra th er  d is ta s tefu l 



m em or ies  of h igh  r itu a l, ba bblin gs  in  La t in , grea t  cerem on y, a n d  very lit t le in  wh ich  I felt  th e 

s ligh tes t  u n d ers ta n d in g or  em p a th y.  

 

An d  th en  ca m e Ch r is tm a s  Even in g a t  S t . Ma ry’s  with  wh a t  wa s  b illed  a  “folk  Ma s s ,” a  very 

h u m a n  a n d  d irect  s erm on  by Fa th er  Ba u s ch  s a n s  m u m b o-ju m bo, with  s evera l a llu s ion s  th a t  

b rou gh t  a  s m ile to m y fa ce a n d  a n  u n exp ected  lu m p to m y th roa t . A ba tch  of k ids  a n d  n ot -

qu ite-k ids  s in gin g ca rols  a n d  ps a lm s  with  eviden t  joy a n d  a n  ext ra ord in a ry degree of s in cere 

p rofes s ion a lis m , with  gu ita rs  a n d  s u ch  for  th e ba ckgrou n d  in s tea d  of a  p on derou s  bu t  

u n in s p ir in g orga n . An d  even  th e res p on s ive pra yers  were s im ple, u n ders ta n da ble, a ll in  

En glis h , a n d  obviou s ly felt  from  both  th e lectern  a n d  th e con grega t ion . St ra n ge --very 

s t ra n ge. 

 

On  th e even in g of Ch r is tm a s , 1 98 6 , a  cyn ic, a  m a n  with  a  good  s cien t ific ed u ca t ion  a n d  a  

very d im  view of th e fu tu re of h om o s a p ien s , felt  a  res u rgin g of h ope for  th e fu tu re of h is  

ch ild ren  a n d  a  t ra n s ien t  h op e for  th e exis ten ce of a  ben ign  God, both  s n ip pets  of wis h fu l 

th in k in g effect ively d im in is h ed  by th e fron t  pa ges  of th e 19 87  is s u es  of Th e New  York  Tim es , 

a s  th a t  ven era b le pa per  rep or ted  th e m en da city of th e lea ders  in  govern m en t  of th e Un ited  

Sta tes  of Am er ica .  

 

Alth ou gh  I d on ’t  believe (a t  lea s t  n owa da ys ) in  eith er  God, or  th e s o -ca lled  s a n ct ity of m y 

cou n try, a n d  th erefore a m  u n d ou bted ly a n  in tellectu a l rogu e, I wa n t  to th a n k  you  for  th a t  

s ervice a n d  th a t  h ou r . If th ere were m a n y m ore of th e s a m e, a n d  s om e s u b s t a n t ia l Va t ica n  

s u pp or t  in  fa vor  of th is  cen tu ry’s  ch ild ren , th e s ta tu s  a n d  fu tu re of th e Ca th olic ch u rch  a n d  

th e effor ts  towa rds  wor ld  pea ce wou ld  proba bly b e fa r  d ifferen t  th a n  th ey a p pea r  to m e 

toda y. My com plim en ts  a n d  m y res p ect .  

 

You  n eedn ’t  b oth er  a n s wer in g th is  let ter , rea lly. I wrote it  beca u s e I wa n ted  to a n d  h op ed  it  

wou ld  m a ke a  b r igh t  s pot  in  you r  da y. Bes ides , you ’re b u s y, a n d  I’m  in cor r igib le.  

 

Th a n k  you  a ga in ,  

 

Ch a r les  

 

Now h e d idn ’t  h a ve to wr ite th a t . Bu t  you  s ee it  r ela tes  d irect ly to wh a t  I’ve been  s a yin g: even  

th ou gh  h e ca m e a t  Midn igh t  Ma s s  (or  1 0 :3 0  Ma s s , or  wh en ever  it  wa s ), a n d  even  th ou gh  th e 

ch u rch  wa s  filled  with  im per fect  p eople s u ch  a s  you  a n d  I a re, h e s en s ed  s om eth in g m ore 

th a n  th e s u m  tota l of ou r  togeth ern es s . He s en s ed  s p ir it , p ra yer . Here’s  a  cyn ic, a n  

u n b eliever , wh o h a s  to con fes s  th a t  h e wa s  m oved  by th e collect ive witn es s  of th e ch u rch , a s  

im per fect  a s  we a re.  

 

Th ou gh  h e s a id  I n eedn ’t  both er  to a n s wer  h is  let ter , I fin a lly d id , a n d  I’d  ju s t  like to rea d  m y 

rep ly a n d  let  it  go a t  th a t : 

 

Dea r  Ch a r les : 

 

As  a  s om et im es  in fidel m ys elf (fa ith ’s  oth er  s ide is  dou bt), I kn ew th a t , a s  you  s u gges ted , I 

n eedn ’t  both er  a n s wer in g you r  let ter . Th en  wh y do I fin d  m ys elf, exa ct ly on e m on th  la ter , 

doin g s o? Ma n y rea s on s , I gu es s .  

 

Fir s t , I wa s  m oved  by you r  ch a r ity to th a t  lon ely widow, ch a r ity th a t  led  you  both  to a  

Ca th olic ch u rch , s om eth in g you r  in s t in cts  wou ld  n ot  n orm a lly a llow.  

 

Secon d , I wa s  m oved  by you r  b ein g m oved  by words , ch ild ren , joy, a n d  m os t ly, I wou ld  

gu es s , th e boldn es s  of a  ga th ered  p eople wh o wou ld  da re rejoice even  wh ile a wa re of n ot ices  

of bet ra ya l in  h igh  p la ces , both  ch u rch  a n d  s ta te; a n d  a  bom b ever  over  ou r  collect ive h ea ds .  



 

Fin a lly, I wa s  m oved  by you r  very a ct  of com m u n ica t in g you r  p res en ce a n d  you r  feelin gs . 

S lowly, I bega n  to feel lik e Gra h a m  Green e’s  Mon s ign or  Qu ixote, s t ra n gely dra wn  to h is  

com m u n is t  fr ien d , Sa n ch o.  

 

An d  in teres t in gly en ou gh , th ere were, u n kn own  to you , oth ers  lik e you  in  th a t  ga th er in g --

a n d  in  ou r  ga th er in gs  every weeken d . Som e of ou r  ch oir  a re n ot  Ca th olic. Som e of ou r  

lectors  h a ve kn own  th e p a in  of d ivorce. Som e a re recovered  cyn ics . Som e a re s in gles , like 

m ys elf, wh o h a ve fou n d  fa m ily. An d  s om e a re ju s t  fellow jou rn eyers  wh o h a ve com e to th e 

con clu s ion  th a t  if th ey do n ot  kn ow wh ere th e a n s wer  is , th ey kn ow wh ere it ’s  n ot .  

 

Not  in  tech n ology a lon e, n or  in  th e la tes t  revolu t ion , a n d  cer ta in ly n ot  in  th e s a lva t ion s  

h a wked  by th e m edia . Ra th er  th ey s en s e th a t  m ore of a n  a n s wer , if th ere is  on e, will m ore 

likely b e fou n d  in  com m u n ity, in  ca r in g, in  celebra t in g; a n d  for  u s  th a t  m ea n s  ga th er in g 

a rou n d  th e a n cien t  wis d om  of on e wh o d ied  for  wh a t  h e believed  in .  

 

An ywa y, I’m  ta k in g th e liber ty, n ot  kn owin g you r  ta s tes  or  jou rn ey, of s en d in g you  wh a t  I 

th in k  m igh t  be a n  in teres t in g book . You  ca n  ret u rn  it  r ea d  or  u n rea d .  

Mea n wh ile, you ’re a n  in teres t in g fellow p ilgr im . You  com for t  a n d  ta n ta lize a t  th e s a m e t im e. 

Som eth in g’s  m ovin g in  you r  life. Follow it . You  h a ve m y wis h es , a n d  m ore th a n  th a t , m y love 

a n d  pra yers .  

 

Fa th er  Willia m  Ba u s ch  

 

So h ere we a re: th e ch u rch  of J es u s  Ch r is t . At  t im es  we a re fr ien d ly, a t  t im es  we a re h os t ile. 

Bu t  s t ill, we love ea ch  oth er .  

Th e ch u rch : ou r  m oth er , ou r  fr ien d , a n d  ou r  en em y.  

 

 

*(In  Sep tem ber  1 98 6 , a fter  Va t ica n  in qu ir ies  in to h is  pos it ion s  on  m a t ters  s u ch  a s  

h om os exu a lity a n d  a b or t ion , Arch bis h op  Ra ym on d Hu n th a u s en  of Sea t t le wa s  d irected  to 

tu rn  over  s om e of h is  a u th or ity to a n  a u xilia ry b is h op .) 

 

 


