
The Quill  
www.cdeducation.org 

St. Paul Newsletter 
December  2009 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

Advent is a season of hope. A time when we prepare the first coming of our Lord, Jesus.  We wait, 

wonder, and watch for the birth of a child who will bring us eternal salvation. This small child, born in a 

manger, the One who washed his disciples feet, who took little children in His arms and blessed them, the 

One who healed the sick, made the blind to see, the One who calmed a raging sea and eased the fears of 

his frightened disciples, the One who died hanging upon a cross for the salvation of the world.  

Mark 10:13-16 wrote, ñAnd the people were bringing children to him that he might touch them, but the 

disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw this he became indignant and said to them, ñLet the children 

come to me; do not prevent them, the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. Amen, I say to you, 

whoever does not accept the kingdom of God like a child will not enter it. Then he embraced them and 

blessed them, placing his hands on them.ò 

This week we lost two of our precious St. Paul School children. Two children full of promise and hope 

who each touched the lives of our students, teachers, and staff in a special way.  Friday, as we spent the 

day in remembrance and prayer, our children, teachers, and staff were comforted by the outpouring of 

love and understanding that is so much a part of our school and parish community.   

Sarah and Nicole will forever be a part of our St. Paul School community. They will be missed and their 

memory will live on.  It is in times like these that we turn to our faith and remember the promise of 

eternal salvation that a small child born in a manger gave to us on Christmas Day.  I know our children, 

Sarah and Nicole were welcomed into the kingdom of God, where there is no sorrow, no weeping or pain, 

but the fullness of peace and joy with our Lord, His Son, and the Holy Spirit forever. 

ñO Lord, whose ways are beyond understanding, listen to the prayers of your faithful people: that those 

weighed down by grief at the loss of Sarah and Nicole may find reassurance in your infinite goodness. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amenò 

Yours in the spirit of prayer, sacrifice, and charity, 

Kathleen Norris 

Principal ï St. Paul School 

 

IMPORTANT TUITION CHANGES FOR THE 2010 ï 2011 SCHOOL YEAR 
Mark Your Calendar with the following information regarding Diocese of Columbus Tuition 

Assistance for the 2010-2011 School Year! 

¶ ALL APPLICATIONS  MUST BE DONE ONLINE  AT (www.factstuitionaid.com) 
 

¶ SUBMITTED ELECTRONICALLY BY MARCH 15, 2010  

            I f you do not have internet access, please check with your local library or see if you can    

            make arrangements with your school.  
 

¶ FILE 2009 TAXES EARLY!!  
 

To be considered for the Diocese of Columbus Tuition Assistance Program:  

 1. You must be registered in one of the Diocesan schools by March 15, 2010.  

 2. The Diocese will only accept ONLINE APPLICATIONS (www.factstuitionaid.com).  The  

           application must be submitted by March 15, 2010 and supporting documentation must     

      be postmarked by March 15, 2010. (Please file early in case additional documentation is    

     requested by FACTS .)  

 3. Payment of the $25.00 application fee must accompany the application.  

 4. Only one application per family is required. 
 

***** For the 2010-2011 school year, NO tuition will be collected on PAD day.  All tuition, 

annual payments and FACTS Agreement Forms, are due by Friday, August 6, 2010.  If 

arrangements for the payment of tuition are not received by August 6, 2010, there is a 

http://www.cdeducation.org/
http://www.factstuitionaid.com/


possibility that a student will not be able to attend St. Paul School for the 2010-2011 school 

year. 

 

Please remember that if there is a financial need families have two options.  First, 

application can be made through FACTS Tuition Assistance (deadline March 15, 2010) and 

secondly families may apply for tuition assistance through the parish.  However, in order to 

be considered for financial assistance from the parish, families must first have applied 

through FACTS Tuition Assistance. 
 
November Student of the Month: 

Kindergarten  ï  Niko Kreuzer, Kaylee Kassebaum, Scott Armstrong, Vanna Giang 

First Grade ï Kole Perrine, Owen Kirk, Kendall Gonya 

Second Grade ï  Mary Beth Edmundson, Kyle Leskowyak, Wesley Minke 

Third Grade  ï Kyle Gavin, Cole Kovalchik, Ian McCandlish 

Fourth Grade ï Justin Braun, Grace Murnane, Michael Gutman 

Fifth Grade ï Lindsey Brennan, Alley Miltko, Jacob Mierzejewski  

Sixth Grade ï Annie Mager, Lauren Rohde, Odoba Nnani 

Seventh Grade ï  Casey Culhane, Luke Gaser, Thomas Bookheimer 

Eighth Grade ï  Alex Macias, Cara Shaver, Toni Halter 

Library  ï Colleen Bradley, Nicole Corn 

Gym ï Ty Smith, Jackson Yates 

Art  ï Erin Burns, Natalie Houser 

Computer ï Grace Layman 

Nurse ï Hayden Novak, Grace Waldren 

 

Kindergarten News: 

¶ December will be filled with Advent activities as we prepare to celebrate Jesusô birthday. 

¶ Kindergarten has been very busy learning songs for our Prayer Service on December 18
th
.  Ask your child 

to sing at home for extra practice!  A detailed RSVP letter will be sent about the prayer service. 

 

Holly Romosier               Kelly Grote 
 

First Grade News: 
     The first graders had a very busy November.  In Social Studies, we studied Pilgrims, Native 

Americans and the first Thanksgiving.  This unit was culminated by a celebration.  During the 

celebration, the children participated in early American and Native American crafts and games. Thanks to all 

parents who helped make this day special and meaningful for all the children. 

     In Health class, we studied nutrition and concentrated on the basic food groups.  

     In classes, we celebrated the community of saints.  We discussed ways that we can follow the examples of 

the saints to make our world a better place to live.  During December, our classes will spend a great deal of 

time learning about the season of Advent.  We will discuss Advent calendars and Advent wreaths.  We will 

make preparations for the coming of Jesus at Christmas.   

     The children are working very hard to become better readers.  We encourage them to do as much 

independent reading as possible in class and we are pleased with the progress we see.  We encourage parents to 

keep reading at home with your child.  Hopefully, these first grade hard workers will be rewarded with a book 

from Santa. 

     Our Math  classes have been problem solving by finding how many ñin allò and how many ñare leftò.  The 

children should be solving facts by counting on or counting back.  We are continuing to practice addition and 

subtraction facts with sums and differences through ten.  The children should begin to memorize these facts.  

(Flashcards are great stocking stuffers!) 

     We are looking forward to our field trip to the Nutcracker on December 17
th
.  This ballet will surely put us 

in the spirit of the holidays. 

Happy Holidays, 
 

          Marie Kadel                 Kris Pinciotti                       Michelle Posani 

 

 

 
 



Second Grade News: 

     We were pleased to meet with you at Parent/Teacher conferences.  Thank you for continuing to support 

your childôs education. 

     Thank you all for your generosity in the canned food drive for St. John/Holy Rosary and W.A.R.M.  Soon 

information about our Christmas service project will be coming home.  We encourage families to use these 

opportunities to help us reinforce what it means to be a disciple of Jesus.  His or her contributions over the next 

few weeks can make a big difference in someoneôs life.  ñWhatsoever we do for the least of our brotherséò is 

what God wants us all to do. 

     In Religion, we will be teaching about Advent, a time to wait and to prepare our heart for 

celebrating the most wonderful gift of all ï Jesus!  Students will continue to learn about the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation, too.  We will be practicing the ñAct of Contritionò and learning the 

steps of Reconciliation. 

     In Math, please continue to work on facts to 18.  Mastery of this concept requires avoiding 

ñfinger countingò whenever possible, so home practice is essential.  Students will continue to do 

two-digit addition and subtraction (with and without regrouping).  Counting coins and telling time 

are concepts coming up. 

     We would like to wish you and your families a blessed and joyful Christmas season and a New Year filled 

with happiness. 

 

            Peggy Oxley                    Laurie Schneider                    Theresa Valentine-Rodocker   
 

Third Grade News: 

     A special thanks to all the parents who attended the Parent-Teacher Conferences, November 11 - 13th.  It 

was wonderful to see so many parents truly interested in their child's progress.  We feel blessed to have such 

great partners in educating our 3rd graders. 

     Our Heritage Christmas quilts are coming along and we are excited to see everyone's final quilt project.  

Family traditions are an important part of everyone's Christmas, and it is  wonderful that students are able to 

share their traditions with their classmates. 

     We are introducing multiplication this quarter, so please encourage your child to practice their math facts.  

Also, continue to emphasize reading on a nightly basis. 

     Please check your child's assignment notebook each day.  This is the only way to communicate on daily 

basis with our parents.  We encourage your child to be responsible, and to show it to you each night. 

     Finally, as we prepare for the birth of our Savior, let us remember how fortunate we are.  We wish all our 

3rd grade families a very Merry and Blessed Christmas. 

 

            Mary DeGenova                         Joanne Durbin                                     Debbie Valentine 

 

 

Fourth Grade News: 

     In our classrooms we are all studying a variety of interesting things. Our current Social Studies 

curriculum is focused on Early Ohio Settlers and conflicts over the land in the Northwest Territory, 

including the American Revolution. Come by and check out all of our Ohio hallway displays! 

     In Math , we are studying multiplication/division facts and graphing. Flash cards and learning games at 

websites such as www.aplusmath.com are great for review of facts. The students are all doing activities, 

worksheets and games to further their knowledge of these areas.  

     For Religion, weôve been studying the Beatitudes, Commandments and Catholic Tradition. With the 

Advent season approaching, we will also be discussing the importance of the season in which we wait and 

prepare for Jesusô second coming. Advent is s time to look into our hearts and strive to be better followers 

of Jesus. Even though itôs a busy time, please remember to pray with your family. 

     In Science we are studying a variety of topics in physical and earth science.  Room 11 is finishing  

Rocks/Minerals and Rooms 12 and 14 are studying electricity.  

     Our Language Arts studies are focused on literal and interpretive comprehension of short stories 

and/or novels. We also continue to improve upon handwriting, mechanics and grammar in our daily 

writing. The classes have been composing paragraphs about various topics. Encourage your child to write 

and read at home as well.  

 

Andrea Shearn                Liz Ryan                  Beth Werner-Smith 

 

 

http://www.aplusmath.com/


Fifth Grade News: 
     On Friday, December 18

th
, the fifth grade will be leading the all school Christmas Prayer Service.  

Due to limited space we ask that parents attend the ñdress rehearsalò in the morning.  This will also 

give the parents an opportunity to take pictures since photography is not allowed during the actual 

prayer service.  The dress rehearsal will begin at 10:30 AM in the church.  We ask that parents do not 

arrive inside the church any earlier than 10:30 so that they do not disturb the Kindergarten Prayer 

Service that will be taking place until then.  On the 18
th
,
 
students will need to bring a packed lunch to eat 

since we have early dismissal and because of the prayer service. 

     The fifth grade teachers enjoyed meeting with their homeroom parents during conferences.  Thanks for 

taking the time to meet with us and we hope you and your families have a blessed Christmas! 
 

Tina Keller                          Kathy Lane / Anne Cody                       Colleen Tegeler 
 

Sixth Grade News: 

     Communication Arts in December will be filled with fantasy stories. We will read a novel based on 

Celtic folklore, A Stranger Came Ashore, by Mollie Hunter. We will also continue our look at fantasy 

writing with stories from The Twilight Zone and some short stories of the season. (Reminder! Over 48 

hours of The Twilight Zone Marathon on your cableôs sci-fi channel starts at 8:00 a.m. on New Yearôs 

Eve. Check your local cable listings for details.) We will return to vocab, Unit 6, after Thanksgiving then 

finish Units 7 and 8 after the Christmas break. Blessings to you and your families during this most joyous 

of seasons! 

     Religion: Students are researching an Old Testament character before being interviewed in full 

costume on ñThe Mrs. Jones Showò.  Parents: Please review your studentôs work to ensure that it is sixth 

grade quality.  The interview questions and responses that they create should be detailed and show a clear 

understanding of the role of their Biblical figure played in Hebrew history.  Close-ended questions, those 

that can be answered with only a ñyesò or a ñnoò, are not acceptable. 

     Sixth graders will also create an ornament that relates to their Old Testament character for our Jesse 

tree.  Making ornaments for a Jesse Tree is an age-old tradition that is representative of Jesusô 

ancestry.  The Jesse Tree is used during Advent to remind us that our belief grows out of deep roots of 

thousands of years of ancestors in the faith.  We will continue to prepare ourselves for Christôs Second 

Coming through self-examination, and seeking and granting forgiveness.  The students will complete a 

project with the Ten Commandments prior to Christmas.  May each of us grow closer to God during this 

Advent and Christmas season. 

     Science: We will continue our studies of the cell, cell processes, cell reproduction, heredity and 

evolution.  Because of the complex nature of our studies, the students should make flashcards of the 

vocabulary words found at the front of each section of every chapter.  They should review these terms 

throughout the quarter as we build upon the knowledge of the cells structure. 

     Math:  We will focus on fractions and decimals: add, subtract, multiply, divide, equivalent fractions, 

mixed numbers.  All answers must be put in Simplest Form (Lowest terms).  Students will need to 

memorize and apply Divisibility Rules.  We will be making factor trees and finding the Greatest Common 

Factor (GCF) and the Least Common Multiple (LCM).  Extra practice may be required for some students 

to grasp fractions and decimals.  Flash cards are a great tool to practice accuracy in computation. 

     Social Studies:  We will explore Ancient India in the Indus River Valley which is where Pakistan 

and India are located today.  We will include the study of the religion called Hinduism. 

     The Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe is December 12
th
.  The sixth grade participates in a procession 

to honor Our Lady.  This procession will take place on Friday, December 11
th
.  On this feast day we 

remember that Our Lady of Guadalupe is called the Mother of the Americasðthis includes all of Central, 

South, and North America.  We ask for her intercession to bless our country and to help all its citizens.  

Our Lady of Guadalupe is also the Mother of the Unborn.  During this holy season of Advent, let us 

especially pray to Our Lady of Guadalupe to help the citizens of the United States be an example of 

unconditional love shining out to the rest of the world. 
 

Prayer to Our Lady of Guadalupe 

O Blessed Mother of God, your beautiful image miraculously appeared on the cloak of the 

humble Indian, Juan Diego, in Guadalupe.  Just as you promised him, let nothing discourage 

me; let nothing depress me; let nothing alter my heart or my countenance.  Let me turn to you, 

the fountain of my life.   

Mother of love, of sorrow, and of mercy, pray for me. AMEN. 
 



May your ñwaitingò during this holy season be one of anticipation and renewed hope that the Baby Jesus, 

Our Christ Child, will fill you and your homes with peace and love. 
 

Angie Kuhn  Liz Jones  Beth Sheumaker 
 

Jr. High News: 

7
th
 & 8

th
 Grade Science 

     Happy Holidays!  As our days get busier, please, please, please, double check your studentôs work.  

All the assignments are put on the web page and must be turned in on time.  Check the organization of 

their binders and make sure good effort is being put into every assignment. 

     Students should have completed the ñResearch Permission Formsò on line.  You are the adult sponsor 

for your childôs experiment unless they have a mentor who will be watching them do their experiment 

safely.  After the forms are returned to them with my signature, they may complete their experiment.  

They should not make changes to the approved procedure unless I know and approve of the changes.  

These forms are kept and must be part of their report that they turn in when their presentation is due in 

February. 

     7
th
 graders will be studying volcanoes and minerals in December.  8

th
 graders will study atoms and The 

Periodic Table. 
 

Jr. High Math ï Mrs. Power  

7
th
 Grade       

¶ Solving and graphing inequalities 

¶ Continued work with exponents and order of operations 

¶ Scientific notation 

¶ Simplifying fractions 

¶ Ordering fractions 

¶ Changing between improper fractions and mixed number 

¶ Converting fractions to decimals 
 

8
th
 Grade 

¶ Graphing ordered pairs 

¶ Graphing linear equations 

¶ Finding the slope of a line 

¶ Using the slope intercept form 

¶ Solving linear systems of equations 

¶ Translations 

¶ Reflections and symmetry 

¶ Rotations 
 

Mathematics ï Gary Norris  

     All of the math students seem to be progressing well through the standards. The students have been 

putting significant effort into completing the work and their preparation for quizzes and tests. As we enter 

the holiday season, we will put an even greater emphasis on staying on task and moving forward in the 

curriculum. 

     Currently the eighth grade math class is working on algebraic problems and concepts. Once they have 

demonstrated their ability to solve equations and inequalities we will begin graphing. As part of that unit 

they will use graphing calculators. We continue to focus on their success with the standards and, as we do 

with all eighth graders, their preparation for success in high school. 

     The advanced math students continue to explore various ways to solve equations and inequalities 

which include fractions and decimals. The next topics we will look at are geometric progressions and 

scientific notation. These topics come right before they begin to graph linear equations and use the 

graphing calculators. 

     Seventh grade math students have just finished a unit on solving equations and inequalities. They will 

next move on to problems emphasizing the order of operations. They, as it is with all math students, will 

revisit standards covered earlier, but now through an algebraic format. 

     Finally, the Algebra students just completed graphing linear equations through various means. They 

will use graphing calculators next week as we explore a practical use for graphs through linear regressions 

and scattered plot graphs. 



      As we increase our efforts to stay on task and keep progressing we will never lose sight of the blessed 

season we are entering. We are very fortunate to be in a school where every action we take and every step 

we make is within the framework of our religious beliefs. This comes to light even more so during the 

holiday season. 
 

7
th

 Grade Language Arts 
     Christmas is nearly upon us!  I hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving.  Seventh grade is beginning a 

secret and special writing project in collaboration with Santa!  This is a favorite activity each year, so I hope 

each of you enjoy the final product. It will include many of the recipes your student brought in after 

Thanksgiving.  

     We are completing Nothing but the Truth in reading class.  I used to teach this book in conjunction with 

Presidentôs Day, but have changed it to begin around Veteranôs Day. The book deals with First Amendment 

rights and provokes some lively debate among students. Next, we will read short holiday stories and poetry.  I 

especially enjoy an out of print book entitled The Children of Christmas, by Cynthia Rylant. With the help of 

PAC, I have purchased some used copies through Amazon so that we will have a class set of six to use in 

reading and writing groups. 

     In grammar, we are continuing our review of parts of speech. We have completed adjectives and adverbs. 

Next we will work on predicate nouns and predicate adjectives. We will also be diagramming sentences this 

month. 

     Have a terrific and safe Advent season and Christmas.  Thank you as always for your prayers and support. 

God bless you! 

 

8th Grade Language Arts 
I hope you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving.  We have lots of exciting things coming up in Language Arts: 

¶ Grammar test over subject compliments 

¶ A Christmas Carol 

¶ Story mapping  

¶ Writing a compare/contrast essay 

We will continue moving forward in our Vocabulary book.   We will cover Units 6 and 7 before Christmas 

break. 
 

7
th

 & 8
th

 Grade Religion: 

     This month students began to reflect in more depth on discipleship, daily readings, and on the Sunday 

readings.  Students were introduced to Lectio Divina, a style of prayerfully reflecting upon what they heard 

and applying it to their lives in a personal manner.  Faith comes with reflection. A person may understand what 

the faith teaches us, but can only live out this faith when the personal nature of our relationship with God 

occurs through reflection. 
 

     8th grade students spent time this month studying Old Testament Scripture through their Words of Faith 

project.  In addition, church history up to the Council of Nicea was studied this month. Topics including 

Christian community development, the persecution of Christians, and the Gnostic Challenges were all studied. 

In November students went to DeSales High School for a school visit. The visit included a time of prayer in 

their chapel and they spent some time in theology class! The report back from DeSales was that our students 

were exceptionally well behaved and understood their religion very well. 
 

     7th grade students spent time this month on several topics, including studying maps of the New 

Testament, the Seven Sacraments, and comparing different Scripture stories as written by different 

Gospel writers.  
 

     6th grade students spent time this month talking about kings, the patriarchs, and prophets of the Old 

Testament. They are getting ready to begin their project, ñAn Interview with an Old Testament Figure.ò 

Students also spent time reflecting upon the Sunday readings as well as reflecting upon the saints in our 

Church. 
 

    A big thank you goes out to the families of St. Paul School who helped so much with our Thanksgiving 

Food Drive. We collected over 3300 items that was given to Holy Rosary/St. John and to WARM. Thank you 
to all who drove the items to be distributed, and to all the students who helped sort and carry all of these items. 

Next up will be our Christmas Toy Drive. I am sure that this will be as successful as our Food Drive. IT truly 

is a blessing to be working with such a giving family! 

 

 

 


